Gonorrhea prevalence in the Maryland state prisons.
During a 6-month period from July 1 through December 31, 1986, 2,598 consecutive men were screened for gonorrhea upon entry into the Maryland Division of Corrections. Twenty-eight men (1.1%) demonstrated positive cultures for gonorrhea with 27 of them (92%) asymptomatic. This prevalence is substantially lower than other rates reported from prisons and detention centers. Although the role of asymptomatic males as a reservoir for gonorrhea has been well delineated, standard recommendations for screening high-risk male populations such as prison inmates have not been established. These data suggest that screening in some correctional facilities may not be cost-effective given the low prevalence observed. In addition, contact tracing may be delayed by long holding periods in local detention facilities prior to transfer to the state prison system. These data underscore the need for additional analysis to determine the most effective program structure for screening in correctional facilities and detention centers.